
PASSED: August 10, 2015 
BY: Bardach  

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2015-8 

 
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 112 OF THE VILLAGE CODE 

RELATING TO COMMERCIAL SOLICITATION 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Village has a substantial governmental interest in protecting the 

safety and privacy of its residents, particularly in their homes, as well as in preventing 
crime and regulating commercial transactions which may be unlawful, misleading, 
deceptive, or fraudulent; 

 
WHEREAS, door-to-door solicitation involves a significant intrusion on 

residents, provides potential criminals with access to homes and direct contact with 
unsuspecting or vulnerable citizens; 

 
WHEREAS, the Village has received numerous calls and complaints from 

residents objecting to door-to-door solicitations, and have asked for help from the Police 
Department to protect residents’ privacy and safety; 

 
WHEREAS, Council finds and determines that reasonable limits on door-to-door 

commercial activity is necessary to preserve the safety and privacy of residents, prevent 
crime, and regulate commercial transactions; 

 
WHEREAS, Council finds and determines that the use of “No Solicitors” signs 

and maintenance of a Do Not Solicit List are an effective deterrent against unwanted 
solicitation and crime, and help protect privacy; 

 
WHEREAS, Council finds and determines that by requiring solicitors to register 

with the Village before soliciting, it discourages persons intent on committing unwanted 
solicitation or criminal acts, and helps the Village to identify and contact persons who 
violate the law; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE Council of Amberley 
Village, State of Ohio, seven (7) members elected thereto concurring: 
 
 SECTION 1:  Section 112.01 of the Municipal Code of Ordinances  
is amended to read as follows: 
 

§ 112.01  DEFINITIONS. 
 

For purposes of this chapter the following words and phrases shall have the 
following meanings ascribed to them respectively. 
 



HAWKER or PEDDLER.  All persons who sell or offer for sale any goods, 
wares, merchandise, produce, or supplies on the street by outcry or by attracting the 
attention of persons by exposing their goods, or by placards, labels or signals. 

SOLICITOR.  Any person who travels from place to place or from house to 
house, calling with the intention of influencing the occupant of the dwelling or place to 
purchase any article, or with the intention of influencing the occupant to take or not to 
take action for commercial purposes. 

 
§ 112.01  DEFINITIONS. 
 
For purposes of this chapter the following words and phrases shall have the 

following meanings ascribed to them respectively. 
 
TO SOLICIT or SOLICITATION.  The practice of going into and upon private 

or public property to call at dwellings or other establishments, by solicitors, peddlers, 
hawkers, itinerant merchants, transient vendors of service, transient photograph or 
magazine solicitors, or any other person calling upon said properties with the intention of 
influencing the occupant of said place or dwelling to purchase any article, or with the 
intention of influencing the occupant to take or not to take action for any commercial 
purposes, without prior appointment or permission from the occupant of the dwelling, or 
without having been requested or invited so to do by the occupant of the place or 
dwelling. 

 
SOLICITOR.  Any person who engages in solicitation as defined in this chapter.  

The term solicitor includes, but is not limited to, hawkers, peddlers, salespersons, 
itinerant merchants, transient vendors of service, transient photograph or magazine 
solicitors.  

 
SECTION 2:  Section 112.16 of the Municipal Code of Ordinances  

Is amended to read as follows: 
 

§ 112.16  SOLICITING WITHOUT INVITATION. 
 

The practice of going into and upon private or public property to call at dwellings 
or other establishments, by solicitors, peddlers, hawkers, itinerant merchants, transient 
vendors of service, transient photograph or magazine solicitors, or any other person 
calling upon said properties with the intention of influencing the occupant of said place or 
dwelling to purchase any article or with the intention of influencing the occupant to take 
or not to take action for any commercial purposes without prior appointment or 
permission from the occupant of the dwelling, or without having been requested or 
invited so to do by the occupant of the place or dwelling, is declared to be a nuisance and 
is hereby prohibited and punishable as a misdemeanor. 
 

§ 112.16  COMMERCIAL SOLICITATION. 
 

Solicitation is only permitted in the Village if the solicitor complies with the 
following provisions: 



 
(A)  Preregistration.  No person may solicit in the Village without first registering 

with the Village Police Department. All solicitors must provide the following information 
on a form provided by the Department to enable it to identify and contact the solicitor 
and, if applicable, the person, company, or entity the solicitor represents: 

(1)  For each solicitor, Tthe solicitor’s name, address, and phone number, and 
presentation of a valid U.S. state-issued driver’s license or identification. 

(2)  If applicable, the name, address, and phone number of the person, company, 
or entity the solicitor represents. 

(3)  The time period during which the solicitor will be soliciting in the Village. 
Solicitation activities are limited to the period identified in the registration. Any 
extension of time must be communicated to the Police Department in writing before 
further solicitation is permitted. 

(4)  Whether the solicitor has been convicted in any jurisdiction for a felony, 
crime involving moral turpitude, or an offense requiring the solicitor to register as a 
sexual offender. 

By providing such information to the Village, the solicitor grants the Village with 
authority to take reasonable steps to verify the accuracy of the information. Such 
information shall also be provided by the solicitor upon request of an owner or occupant 
during the course of solicitation. 
 

(B)  Permission from the property owner or occupant. No solicitor may enter 
upon property unless the solicitor has permission from the owner or occupant.  
Permission is not granted if any of the following conditions are present: 

(1)  The owner or occupant has signed up on the Police Department’s Do Not 
Solicit List. 

(2)  A sign is posted anywhere on the property that indicates solicitation is not 
permitted or welcome, including but not limited to signs stating words to the effect of 
“No Solicitors” or “No Solicitation.” 

(3)  The owner or occupant has communicated to the solicitor that the owner or 
occupant does not want to speak to the solicitor or want the solicitor on the premises. 
 

(C)  Do Not Solicit List.  The Police Department shall maintain a “Do Not Solicit 
List” containing the names of owners, occupants, or residents that choose to not welcome 
solicitors on their property. The list shall only identify the physical address of the 
property. The Do Not Solicit List shall be provided at no charge to any person or 
company requesting a copy of the list. 
 
 

SECTION 3:  Section 112.17 of the Municipal Code of Ordinances  
is amended to read as follows: 
 

§ 112.17  LICENSE TRANSFERABILITY; LICENSE REVOCATION. 
 

(A)   License transferability.  Permission to hawk, peddle, or solicit in the village 
shall not be transferable and may be revoked by the Village Manager at any time for "just 
cause," as defined in division (B). 



 
(B)   License revocation.  JUST CAUSE, as referred to in division (A) is defined 

as follows: 
 

(1)   Fraud, misrepresentation or any false statement contained in the registration. 
 

(2)   Conviction of the registrant of any felony or crime involving moral turpitude. 
 

(3)   Any violation of this chapter. 
 

(4)   Conducting the soliciting or peddling in an unlawful manner or in such 
manner as to constitute a breach of peace, or to be a menace to the health, safety or 
general welfare of the village. 
 

(5)   A finding by the Police Department, upon investigation, that the registrant 
has been, in the conduct of his business, insulting to the person to whom he is soliciting 
or peddling; or has been excessively aggressive; or has refused to leave the premises 
when so requested or has made misrepresentations or false statements in the conduct of 
his business. 
 

§ 112.17  REVOCATION. 
 

(A)  Permission to solicit in the Village under this chapter may be revoked by the 
Village Manager for the following reasons: 

(1)  Failure of the solicitor to follow the Village Code or other local, state, or 
federal laws. 

(2)  Fraud, misrepresentation, or false statements provided to the Village or to 
persons to which solicitation is directed. 

(3)  Conviction of the solicitor of any felony, crime involving moral turpitude, or 
any offense requiring the solicitor to register as a sexual offender. 

(4)  Conduct constituting a breach of peace, or to be a menace to the health, safety 
or general welfare of the Village or its residents, or conduct that is excessively aggressive 
or hostile to the occupant or any other person. 

(5)  Trespass, or the registrant’s refusal to promptly leave the property of a person 
when so requested. 
 

SECTION 4:  Section 112.99 of the Municipal Code of Ordinances  
is amended to read as follows: 
 

§ 112.99  PENALTY. 
 

Any person, firm, or corporation who is convicted of committing a nuisance as 
described and prohibited herein, shall be fined not more than $50 for the first offense, and 
fined not more than $150 and imprisoned not more than 30 days for the second or 
subsequent offense.in violation of this Chapter shall be guilty of a minor misdemeanor 
for the first offense, and of a misdemeanor of the 4th degree for each subsequent offense. 



Employers, firms, and corporations shall be vicariously liable for the acts of their 
employees or agents acting on their behalf. 
 
 SECTION 5:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and it 
shall go into effect forthwith.  The reason for such emergency is to ensure the Village is 
in compliance with legal requirements pertaining to solicitation at the earliest 
opportunity, and to protect the health, safety, and welfare of Village residents with valid 
and enforceable regulations. 

 
Passed this 10th day of August, 2015. 

 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Mayor Thomas C. Muething 
 
 
Attest: 
 
____________________________ 
Nicole Browder, Clerk of Council 
 
Ordinance Vote: 
Moved: Bardach    Second: Conway 
 
 
Muething Aye 
Wolf  Aye 
Bardach Aye 
Conway Aye 
Doering Aye 
Hattenbach Aye 
Warren  Aye 
 
 
 I, Clerk of Council of Amberley Village, Ohio, certify that on the ____ day of 
August 2015, the forgoing Ordinance was published pursuant to Article IX of the Home 
Rule Charter by posting true copies of said Ordinance at all of the places of public notice 
as designed by Sec. 31.40(B), Code of Ordinances. 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Nicole Browder, Clerk of Council 
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